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1.
CD 1.6, September 1999


2.
98-0577 - Quality review comments - miscellaneous (Wallace)

PROPOSED REVISION:

Add a substantive change description for the exception for EXIT PROGRAM in a global declarative.

JUSTIFICATION:

Comment 8 in 98-0577 states:

8.
Page  436, 14.10.13, EXIT statement:  

GR 2 regarding the execution of an EXIT statement within the range of a declarative with the GLOBAL phrase in the USE statement is a "substantive change potentially affecting existing programs" because this rule was not in COBOL 85  (it is interpretation A-67 in CIB 26).  The substantive change should be identified in Appendix D.

However, it may be better to remove the rule.  It is not clear why this restriction in the GR (and corresponding SR 2) is needed.  The "return" may be defined in terms of return from the source element that caused the USE procedure to be entered (rather than relative to where the USE procedure is specified in the source).

-  This issue applies also to the GOBACK statement (SR 1 and GR 3 on page 443).

COMPATIBILITY:

This proposal is compatible with ANSI X3.23‑1985 as amended by ANSI X3.23a‑1989 and X3.23b‑1993.

DISCUSSION:

Initial Investigation

Interpretation A-67 in CIB-26 made the intent of the '85 standard clear.  GR2 and SR2 for the EXIT statement in CD 1.6 are written in line with that intent.  An attempt to define the behaviour of EXIT PROGRAM in a global declarative, instead of making it an exception, would certainly be a surprising development.  Consequently, this proposal describes the substantive change, rather than modifying the rules to allow it.

GOBACK is a new statement, so no additional substantive change description is needed for it.

Meeting #

PROPOSED CHANGES TO BASE DOCUMENT:
None
SUBSTANTIVE CHANGES (NOT AFFECTING):
None

SUBSTANTIVE CHANGES (POTENTIALLY AFFECTING):

EXIT PROGRAM statement, executed in global declarative.  This draft international standard specifies that when an EXIT PROGRAM statement is executed within the range of a declarative procedure whose USE statement is specified in the same program as the EXIT PROGRAM statement and whose USE statement is specified with the GLOBAL phrase, the EC-FLOW-GLOBAL-EXIT exception condition exists and the results of the execution of the EXIT statement are unsuccessful.

Justification:

The previous COBOL standard disallowed the EXIT PROGRAM statement in a declarative procedure for which the GLOBAL phrase is specified in the associated USE procedure.  However, at execution time, the range of a declarative procedure can include statements other than those that are statically within the range of the procedure.  An interpretation of the previous standard stated that executing an EXIT PROGRAM statement in the range of a global declarative was disallowed.  

This change was made as a result of a request for an interpretation of the previous COBOL standard.  It is believed that few, if any, programs will be affected by this change.

OBSOLETE LANGUAGE ELEMENT LIST:
None
ARCHAIC LANGUAGE ELEMENT LIST:
None

IMPLEMENTOR-DEFINED LANGUAGE ELEMENT LIST:
None
PROCESSOR-DEPENDENT LANGUAGE ELEMENT LIST:
None
UNDEFINED LANGUAGE ELEMENT LIST:
None

INDEX:
None
SUMMARY OF CHANGES MADE TO ADOPT JOD 1993:
Not applicable
RESOLVED ISSUES:
None
OPEN ISSUES:

1.  Do we really need this substantive change entry?  I don't think so.  The previous standard was interpreted to say this combination was disallowed.  

